
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN
M A N A G I N G  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN?

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Planning permission may be granted on the condition that funds will be released

by the developer to pay for off-site habitat creation or improvement projects. 

 TOE can accept and administer these funds, which are used to support

biodiversity improvement initiatives in Oxfordshire.

Funds from different developments can be pooled to help facilitate a strategic

approach to restoring nature across the county.  TOE will not accept funds for

any site which has involved the loss of an irreplaceable habitat such as ancient

woodland.

TOE works with its local partners and networks to identify possible biodiversity

projects which will be secured for the long-term.

Biodiversity Net Gain is delivered through the planning system

and its aim is for a development to leave the natural environment

in a measurably better state than before.  The process includes

sound design principles to avoid and minimise the impact on

biodiversity on a development site.  Following the mitigation

hierarchy, a biodiversity offset (ie off-site biodiversity

enhancement) will only be used as compensation where there is

an unavoidable loss of biodiversity on a development site.

Developers need to assess the value to wildlife of a development

site (using a standard metric developed by Natural England) and

ensure that the total value of the biodiversity (both onsite and

offsite) is higher once the development has been completed.

TOE'S ROLE
TOE delivers biodiversity offsets in Oxfordshire by providing grants to

farmers, landowners and conservation organisations to create new habitats

such as wildflower meadows, woodlands, wetlands and hedgerows, to restore

existing habitats to improve their quality for wildlife, and to connect existing

priority habitats wherever possible.

HOW WILL THIS BE DONE?
The Local Planning Authority sets a planning condition that a certain amount

of biodiversity (as measured by the metric) must be created off-site.

TOE takes on the responsibility to create the biodiversity net gain from a

developer by taking a payment for the biodiversity creation, plus a delivery

fee.

Landowners express an interest in creating or restoring biodiversity on their

land and a commitment to secure the biodiversity uplift for the long-term.

The plan is worked up, prices are negotiated and an agreement signed.
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WE'RE LOOKING FOR LANDOWNERS
Finding good sites and projects for offsetting is essential for biodiversity

net gain to contribute towards nature's recovery. We’re always

proactively looking for potential opportunities across the county.  
 

Receive secure long-term income by creating and managing wildlife

habitat.
 

If you are looking to diversity your income, get a reasonable return on

less productive land on the farm, or want to do more to encourage

wildlife on your land, our biodiversity net gain grants could benefit you. 

THE APPLICATION PROCESS

Expression of Interest

Baseline survey and quotes

Management plan - if successful, the time taken to write this can be

claimed retrospectively

Please get in touch at an early stage to discuss your ideas with us.  We

have a three stage application process

 

Our grants cover initial capital works, subsequent after care and

monitoring for the full length of the agreement.

SUITABLE SITES AND PROJECTS

Offer scope to create or improve the overall biodiversity of habitats,

including woodlands, ponds, meadows and the wider countryside,

connecting existing habitats wherever possible to make a

measurable net gain as calculated by Natural England's metric

Proposed works are additional to any existing agreement and

achieve the best outcomes for biodiversity 

Expand the biodiversity resource within Oxfordshire's Nature

Recovery Network,  including the 36 Conservation Target Areas

Demonstrate good long-term management plans 

Secure biodiversity uplift in perpetuity (ie for at least 30 years)

We take a very targeted approach to identifying sites which are

suitable.  The ideal sites and projects

Sites can be any size and can be privately owned.  There is no

requirement for any or additional public access.


